
   Preparing for a new Season 

 

We anticipate opening the Bernard Museum for 2022 season on June 4th and hope to have enough 

volunteers to offer Saturday and Wednesday hours. Stay tuned as we make our preparations. You 

can visit our website at www.bernardmuseum.org or on Facebook.  

We have a generous list of projects for the Spring/Summer months that are in need of tackling and 

volunteers are always needed and appreciated. 

Major projects that we hoped to do last year fell through because vendors selected were unable to 

do the jobs, and so these projects are back on the table for this year as we are meeting with new 

vendors. The pandemic has hit the skilled trades professions especially hard and has made finding 

suitable contractors more difficult. Two major projects postponed are installing gas furnaces in the 

main museum and replacing or repairing windows at the schoolhouse. We are still in need of 

someone with the skills to reinforce or replace the foundation under the General Store. And there 

are sidewalk projects, as well. 

While visitation was down last year over previous years, due in part to the ongoing pandemic and 

a shortage of volunteers, interest in the museum remains strong in the community and so we have 

high hopes for this season. 

Janet Dimond retired from the Board after many years of service and she will be certainly be 

missed. Her term was scheduled to end as of June this year. We have been fortunate to find a 

replacement for the next few months in Elspeth Inglis, formerly of the Kalamazoo Valley Museum. 

Elspeth brings a depth of experience that we hope will go a long way towards improving our 

organization. The expectation is that she will formally run for the position in the upcoming 

election. Board positions are for a term of three years. Other Board positions up for reelection this 

year are Harriet Olson’s and Karen Goebel’s. All Society members are encouraged to vote. Ballots 

will be available online on our website, or at the Delton District Library during the month of May.  

 

For an expanded version of this newsletter please visit our website and download the file. Or visit 

the Delton District Library where we will have a limited number of hardcopies available. 

 

Phone: 269-623-3565        Mail: PO Box 307, Delton MI 49046 

Email: Museumbernard@gmail.com 

 

Is it time for you to renew your membership? If so, or if you are just interested in making a donation, take a moment to fill out this form and return 

it with your payment to:    Bernard Museum, PO Box 307, Delton, MI 49046  

You can also go to our website at: www.berrnardmuseum.org and register/pay online.  

  

 Annual Family/Individual Membership ($20)                 Make check payable to: Bernard Museum                                

        

 Lifetime Membership ($200)                                  Your Name:      _____________________________________  

                                                                                      Address:         _____________________________________   

Donation (You decide amount)            

   

Can we email you our newsletter to save us money?      

                                                                                           Email address:  _____________________________________                  

April, 2022 

 

  

  

http://www.bernardmuseum.org/


Unusual Items Found At The Museum                 

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At nearly 12 inches in diameter, the above is 

a fine example of a Pudding Stone. A 

conglomerate rock made up of rounded 

pebbles imbedded in a finer mix of sand 

particles it often resembled certain 

Christmas puddings from years gone by.  

Ventriloquism has its origins in the days of the 

Greeks. The word translates to “speaking 

through the stomach”. Early ventriloquists 

were thought to be able to interpret the 

stomach sounds of the dead and thus were 

thought to be able to communicate with the 

dead. In the 18th century it became 

entertainment with the addition of a dummy. 

In the 20th century it caught on in large part 

thanks to the popular ventriloquist Edgar 

Bergen and his dummy, Charlie McCarthy. 

This dummy at our museum resembles the 

lovable jokester, Charlie. 

Dr. Prosper Bernard, the museum founder, 

was an early pioneer in radiology. Much of his 

equipment is on display at the museum. 

Although the Xray was known in the late 

1800’s, it wasn’t until the early 1900’s that it 

became practical in medical use. 

Dr. Bernard’s Xray machine (above left) was 

state of the art in its day. Pictured below is 

the Coolidge Tube used to generate the 

radiation used to see beneath the skin. The 

tube was named after its inventor, William 

Coolidge, in 1913. 



Article below reprinted from Newsletter #26 dated 1988 and written 

by Don Weaver, a former teacher at the Brown Schoolhouse, now 

located at the museum. 



 



As the old Delton Kellogg High School is prepared for demolition, we thought a look back at 

one of the early graduating classes (1943) that used that building might be interesting. Below 

is the class list and a reprint of the Valedictory Address by Barbara Leonard. 
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LUCY BOYKIN was a much beloved elementary teacher at Delton Kellogg 

Schools from 1943 to 1968 and continued as a substitute teacher for many 

years after. Born in 1901 in El Paso, Texas, she passed away 2003. Her 

interests were many and varied. She printed a cookbook which included 

recipes from area residents. Below is one example from her book. 

Maxine Mills’ Rhubarb Cream Pie 

1 ½ cups sugar           3 Tbsp flour               1Tbsp butter 

2 eggs well beaten         4 cups rhubarb 

Blend sugar, flour, butter and eggs, beat smooth, pour over rhubarb in 9” 

pastry. Bake without top crust, when cool top with whip cream. Bake in a 

hot oven 450 for 10 min. then at 375 for 30 min. 


